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Orientation - Discussion Topics

ĀWater Supply for County

Ā Water Supply for Urban Area

Ā Hollister Urban Area Water 

Program 

ï Program History and Need

ï Lessalt WTP

ï West Hills WTP



Our Groundwater



Our Groundwater

Our Groundwater Basin Provides Significant Storage



Our  Groundwater

S Our groundwater basin is closed

S Over pumping leads to water shortages

S Salt build up ïwater softeners are a source

S State controls our water basin quality through regulations

Our Basin is Subject to Contamination and Overdraft



2008 Depth to Water 2014 Depth to Water

Groundwater Level Comparison 



San Benito County Water Supplies

Countywide Water Demand & Supply

S Average Year ï9,000 acre feet for municipal & industrial                                      

35,000 acre feet for agriculture

S Federal Water Contract (Blue Valve Water) is 43,800 a.f.                    

8,250 acre feet for municipal & industrial                      

35,550 acre feet for agriculture

S 2015 Municipal & Industrial allocation is 25% (2,062 a.f.)

S 2015 Agricultural allocation is 0% (was 0% in 2014)

S 20,000 acre feet of imported water each year is needed to 

keep the groundwater basin in balance

1 acre foot (a.f.) of water = 325,850 gallons



Imported Water Supply ñ Blue Valveò

S Historical Allocations

Year Agriculture M&I

2008 40% 75%

2009 10% 60%

2010 45% 75%

2011 80% 100%

2012 40% 75%

2013 20% 70%

2014 0% 50%

2015 0% 25%

Avg. 29% 66%

Avg. Supply 10,300 ac -ft. 3,660 ac -ft.



Current Federal Reservoir Storage

Reservoir Capacity 15 Yr Avg WY 2014 WY 2015 % of 15 Yr
Avg

Trinity 2,448,000 1,526,000 678,000 640,000 42

Shasta 4,552,000 2,485,000 1,277,000 1,729,000 70

Folsom 977,000 496,000 376,000 189,000 38

New 
Melones

2,420,000 1,328,000 539,000 285,000 21

Fed. San 
Luis

966,000 228,000 230,000 66,000 29

Millerton 520,000 254,000 218,000 166,000 65

*Oroville 3,538,000 1,902,000 1,093,000 1,058,000 56

Total Fed 11,360,000 6,064,000 3,100,000 2,909,000 48





Water Supply for the Hollister Urban Area


